The Mission of STAR NET

As a statewide system, STAR NET
assists the Illinois State Board of
Education Early Childhood Division in
meeting regional and local needs
by providing professional
development services
throughout Illinois. To facilitate the
management of activities, the project
has been divided into six regions, with
Regions I and III operating under the
same fiscal agent.

For the past 18 years, STAR NET has
utilized a responsive evaluation
conceptualized on the premise of
measuring outcomes as reported by
early childhood education and care
providers in the state of Illinois. Over
this time, the evaluation design has
been periodically revised to ensure it
remains up-to-date with the latest
federal and state initiatives. The
majority of evaluation resources and
efforts were intended to monitor how
well the STAR NET system was meeting
its objectives and outcomes and to
determine the overall impact of the
project around these outcomes. This
report highlights the work conducted
between July 1, 2019– June 30, 2020.

Illinois STAR NET provides a variety
of opportunities for personal and
professional growth for those who
touch the lives of young children,
ages birth through eight, with an
emphasis on children with special
needs. STAR NET supports familycentered, researched and
effective practices in early
childhood education and care.

"So engag ing to work with
other profes sionals to share
ideas/ strateg ies."
- Region VI

STAR NET Services
STAR NET accomplishes its mission
through a variety of opportunities
that include:
Workshops, Webinars, and
Conferences
Technical Assistance and
Consultation
Funding Opportunities
Information and Resources
Collaboration/Linkages and
Networking
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Participants indicated that
the technical assistance
increased awareness and
understanding of
evidence-based practices
in the Least Restrictive
Environment (LRE) to
support:

Technical Assistance
Technical Assistance (TA) is
offered by STAR NET Early
Childhood Resource Specialists or
Family Resource Specialists. TA
can be provided on a variety of
early childhood topics in a variety

90%

of formats (email, phone,
virtual or onsite consultation).
STAR NET provided:

192

T e c h n ic a l
A s s i s ta n c e
Supports.

The acquisition/use
of knowledge and
skills for children
with IEPs.

93%

The use of
appropriate behavior
to meet the needs of
preschool children
with.

Individuals
Receive
Intensive T
A

Positive social
emotional skills for
preschool children
with IEPs.

87%

Their awareness of
problem solving
strategies, ideas,
and skills.

401

92%

92%

Children in
inclusive
environments.

"I think the best feature of the training
was the time to come up with a 'real
life' plan for classrooms. The time for
reflection and the time to converse
with colleagues was nice and will
help many educators take what they
learned back to their classrooms."
-Region I and III

TA Follow Up
A random sample of
participants (n=84) were
asked to complete a follow
up survey approximately
three months after a TA
event.

91%

Increased their knowledge
about the provision of special
education and related service
to preschool aged children
with disabilities in programs
with peers who are typically
developing.

93%
Indicated that they
applied the knowledge
and skills gained as a
result of the STAR NET
technical assistance to
their family or work.

92%

Increased their
knowledge and skills
in supporting the
development of young
children with
disabilities.

Results from the multiple sources of data collected continues to suggest that STAR NET has had a significant
effect on early childhood education personnel who serve children and families across the state of Illinois. Key
findings from 2019-20 STAR NET evaluation support impact data on several of the intermediate outcomes
including the following:

Providers are applying
the knowledge and skills
they gained in their work
with children and
families.

Families have
increased their
knowledge and
ability to access
information,
support, or other
resources to help
their family

The professional development
being provided by STAR NET is
positively impacting the
professional growth of early
childhood providers across the
state.
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Workshop Training
STAR NET conducts both inperson and web-based training.
While the majority are
generally delivered in traditional
face-to-face training
environments, due to COVID-19
many more were offered
through webinars and/or a
combination of traditional faceto-face and webinar formats.

5,324
Individuals
Trained

Participants indicated the
following impact of the training:

91%

Impacted
my growth/
student
growth

230

Statewide
Trainings

89%

Will directly
improve social
and emotional
growth.

94%

Impacted
their
professional
growth.

Workshop Follow Up
A sample of training participants receive follow up surveys approximately
3 months after their workshop to determine the impact of the event.
Impacted skills for
working with children
with disabilities.

76%

73%

Applied the
content of the
training

Webinar Training
"I loved the convenience of this
training, well organized and
lots of great information in an
appropriate amount of time."
-Region IV

Participants indicated the following
impact of the webinars:
Will directly
improve student
learning.

89%

97%

Impacted their
professional
growth.

Impacted their
social and
emotional growth or
student social and
emotional growth.

96%

In addition to traditional face-toface trainings with early
childhood practitioners, STAR NET
has increased its training
offerings through webinars. In
2019-20, STAR NET offered :

129

Webinars Provided

Participants

9,734
3

"The conference provided
evidence-based research and
practices when working with
at-risk children and their
families. It included ways to
use technology to progress
monitor students with IEP
goals."
- Region II

Funding Opportunities
The statewide STAR NET system awarded 48 funding
opportunities to professionals and family members.
Primary categories of funding for 2019-2020 included
substitute teachers, professional fellowships, and family
fellowships. Awardees who received financial support
and completed evaluation forms provided positive
ratings similar to the trends over the past several years.

2019-2020 Overall Funding Ratings (n=37)
Funding helped me meet performance standards (20.22%)
Funding helped me learn information and/or establish networks of support (20.17%)
Funding enhanced my knowledge in supporting my child with special needs (20.12%)
My skills with my child(ren) with special needs increased (19.92%)
Funding helped me meet Illinois Teaching Standards (19.58%)
3.98
4.05
4.09

3 = Neutral

4.10

4 = Agree
5 = Strongly Agree
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Family Trainings
Some of STAR NET’s training are
designed specifically for family
members who have children with
developmental delays. In 2019-20,
STAR NET delivered:

60

with

Family-focused
Trainings

1,102
Families
Participating

“This workshop allowed me to become more
reflective on my teaching methods. I will use the
resources and information to better meet the
needs of my students and families.”
- Region V

Families indicated the following
impact from the training:

96%

Increased
knowledge and
ability to find
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93%

Increased their
knowledge and
understanding
of their child’s
strengths,
abilities, and
special needs.

96%

Increased
knowledge
or underst and/
anding
of their ch
ild’s
education
al
rights.

98%
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